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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Lifelong Formation in Faith Spotlight – Networks of Lifelong Formation Part Two by John 

Roberto:  

 

In part two of this series, John Roberto, Lifelong Faith Associates, 

expands fashioning faith around people’s faith journeys, “At every 

stage of life, we can offer people a wide variety of faith-forming 

experiences in intergenerational, family, and life stage settings;  

 a variety of content, programs, activities, and resources; 

 and a variety of formats: on your own, mentored, small 

groups, and large groups 

—all designed around goals for maturing in faith.” 

 

John shares ten goals to guide faith formation.  This list is insightful and practical, even if your 

parish programming is not able to launch into a network approach to faith formation anytime 

soon.  This list could be given to every adult in the parish as the ten goals for formation in your 

community.  The hard part if evaluating your processes in lifelong formation in faith to see how 

the parish supports each of these ten goals.  Make it easy on yourself, begin with one.  For 

example, goal #5 is, “To worship God with the community at Sunday worship, in ritual 

celebrations, and through the seasons of the church year.”  How is your programming with 

adults, teens, and children supporting this?  What are the challenges you and your pastoral team 

need to overcome?  What can other members of the parish staff contribute to helping overcome 

challenges?  Part two of this article is attached to this e-newsletter.   

 

Local Resourcing for parish communities: 

 

Thanks to Kristi Quinlan and Anne Marie Cox, we have worked to have 

our family Advent resources available by November 1.  The vanity URL to 

share with families is www.dmdiocese.org/Advent2021.  Your families can 

also go to the front page of the Diocese of Des Moines website and click on 

the banner link to access Living Advent 2021.  Let me know if you need 

the original PDFs, although it is easy to click on the links and save all the 

PDFs of each resource.  Let me know if you have any questions or the 
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ways you are using these resources that I can share with our parish colleagues.  We are working 

on Living Christmas 2021 right now.   

 
 



 
Local Formation Opportunities for Leaders: 

 

CLADD/PCL November Roundtable Discussion  - November 

16 at 2:00 pm – Pastoral Accompaniment with Tom Quinlan 

(SJEC) and Amy Thorson (Alpha Iowa) – no in-person 

sessions in November: 

 

In November the Department of Evangelization & Catechesis is 

teaming with the Saint Joseph Educational Center on an event 

that flows from our October session on recognizing parent 

barriers.  The November session focuses on Pastoral 

Accompaniment.  Amy Thorson and others from Alpha Iowa 

will share how to more effectively relate to people and journey 

with them.   

 

This pastoral skills session will be held on Tuesday, November 16th, from 2:00 - 3:30pm.  We 

will have an optional session following to discuss what we learned with colleagues in a round 

table session.   

 

To learn more about the digital event and to register, simply see the attached flyer.   

 

Thank you to Tom Quinlan at the Saint Joseph Educational Center and Amy Thorson at Alpha 

Iowa for providing this formation opportunity.   

 



Build the Bench – National Opportunities for you and your parish community be equipped 

for ministry: 

Twenty-Third and Pflaum Publishing 

Webinar Series - #2 Catechetical Old School – 

November 11 at noon Central Time: 
 

For those who find the digital experience a bit of 

overload, how do we share the message post-

COVID without so much reliance on technology?  

What “old school” catechesis have we re-

discovered and come to appreciate?  Come and 

find out more with Lee Danesco, a DRE, Pastoral Associate and Twenty-Third Publications 

author.  Use this link to register.   

 

November Important Dates: 

 November 11 – Veteran’s Day (Prayer for Deceased Veterans) 

 November 13 – Saint Francis Xavier Cabrini 

 November 14 – World Day of the Poor (Prayer for the Poor) 

 November 14 – Saint Gertrude the Great 

 November 15 – Saint Albert the Great 

 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Christ the King, end of the liturgical year (A Novena to Christ the King) 

 November 22 – Saint Cecilia 

 November 24 – Saint Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 

 November 25 – Thanksgiving (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 28 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of an Advent Wreath) 

 November 29 – Saint Clement 

 November 30 – Saint Andrew 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OAinlSfES3mw-a6cO5e5Qw
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-frances-xavier-cabrini
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-the-poor/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-gertrude-the-great
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-albert-the-great
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-elizabeth-of-hungary
https://www.usccb.org/religious-liberty/christ-king-2021-novena
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-cecilia
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew-dung-lac-and-companions
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-clement
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-andrew

